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CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION (EXCEPTIONAL POWERS) AND FORTIFICATION REMOVAL 
BILL 2001 

Report 

Report of Committee adopted. 

Third Reading 

HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Racing and Gaming) [1.04 am] - by leave:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a third time.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [1.05 am]:  I am aware of the time.  I am also aware that some of us 
would like to knock off so that we can celebrate the passage of the previous Bill.  However, this is a very 
important Bill, and it is important that the Greens (WA) reiterate that, despite the amendments that have been 
made to this Bill in Committee, we remain vehemently opposed to its passage.  I remind members that the 
opposition to this Bill has come in the strongest terms from a number of sources, particularly the Law Society of 
Western Australia and also the Western Australian Journalists Association on the point about which it has 
concerns.  Despite the amendments, this Bill remains offensive in the following areas: it unnecessarily and 
inappropriately gives exceptional powers to the State via the special commissioner and the Police Service; it 
removes the right to silence on pain of unlimited detention - that is, imprisonment; and it provides for the arrest 
of people without charge to appear before the special commissioner.   
This Bill is not needed.  Much has been made of the necessity for this Bill to solve the inquiry into the deaths of 
former Detective Don Hancock and Lou Lewis.  We now know that there has been a significant breakthrough in 
that inquiry; the so-called code of silence that surrounds that crime has been broken and charges have been laid.   
I reiterate also that the Greens (WA) argue that the police in this State already have substantial powers and 
resources available to them to deal with organised crime.  We believe this Bill is a knee-jerk reaction to a set of 
circumstances that occurred in this State prior to Christmas.  It was only on a motion by me that this Bill went to 
the Legislation Committee and we have the amendments that have now passed through this place.  Heavens 
knows how bad this Bill was before the amendments that were developed largely through the work of the 
Legislation Committee.  I acknowledge that the committee did some very good work and made some significant 
changes to this Bill.  However, the Bill is still not acceptable.  
There is no reason to provide additional powers to the police, particularly in light of the fact that the Western 
Australia Police Service is currently subject to the Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any 
Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers.  It is totally inappropriate to provide the 
Police Service of Western Australia with extraordinary powers prior to the delivery of the findings of the royal 
commission.  This Bill is now even more unnecessary than it was when it was first introduced quite a long time 
ago.   
I again, as a final plea to members, ask them to reject this Bill.  This Bill sets a dangerous precedent.  It overturns 
some fundamental principles of law in this State, and it potentially has far-reaching consequences for civil 
liberties and justice in Western Australia.  Therefore, the Greens (WA) will vote against the third reading of this 
Bill.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [1.10 am]:  The Liberal Party’s 
support for the procedure tonight and the third reading of the Bill is based on the undertaking given by the 
Government that this Bill will be dealt with by the Legislative Assembly today and will be passed without 
amendment in that Chamber, thereby avoiding the necessity for this House to further consider the Bill at some 
time in the future. 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [1.11 am]:  I said during the second reading debate on 
Wednesday, 19 December that I thought it was foolhardy to rush this legislation through Parliament before the 
Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian 
Police Officers findings are produced.  I find it to be a contradiction that we are on the one hand seeking to give 
police unprecedented powers and on the other hand investigating the possible misuse of police powers.  I believe 
that the public of Western Australia would be better served by a thorough review of the judicial system.  I find it 
hard to feel at ease with the endowment of excessive police powers while the judicial system does not have the 
will or perhaps the ability to impose sentences that reflect the feeling of despair so readily found in a community 
that suffers continual criminal activity and abuse.  One Nation is totally supportive of a strong law and order 
policy.  However, as stated, I am concerned that our direction is not more reflected in progress in sentencing 
through the court system.  It is with considerable reluctance that I support this Bill. 
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HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [1.14 am]:  I feel compelled to rise to confirm the 
opinion that was expressed by the Leader of the Opposition.  I do this myself rather than the minister in charge 
of the Bill, because it was I who rang the Attorney General this evening, rather than the minister, to confirm 
those arrangements.  The advice I received from the Attorney General essentially confirms that the 
Government’s position is as described in the Leader of the Opposition’s statement.  I was told very clearly by the 
Attorney General that the Government will accept the amendments which have been developed in this House 
and, more importantly, that the Government remains committed to this legislation even in its amended form.   

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (28) 

Hon Alan Cadby Hon Paddy Embry Hon Ray Halligan Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 
Hon George Cash Hon Adele Farina Hon Frank Hough Hon Barbara Scott 
Hon Kim Chance Hon John Fischer Hon Barry House Hon Tom Stephens 
Hon Murray Criddle Hon Jon Ford Hon Robyn McSweeney Hon Bill Stretch 
Hon Bruce Donaldson Hon Peter Foss Hon Norman Moore Hon Derrick Tomlinson 
Hon Kate Doust Hon Graham Giffard Hon Simon O’Brien Hon Ken Travers 
Hon Sue Ellery Hon N.D. Griffiths Hon Louise Pratt Hon E.R.J. Dermer (Teller) 

Noes (5) 

Hon Dee Margetts Hon Christine Sharp Hon Giz Watson Hon Robin Chapple (Teller) 
Hon J.A. Scott 

Question thus passed. 

Bill read a third time and returned to the Assembly with amendments. 
 


